
 
 

 
 

 
 

Here at Windborne we are Uniting God’s Children to  
Experience and Share the Joy of God’s Love  

Staff of Windborne UMC:                         Contact Information: 
Laura Johnson, Pastor                                 office@winborneumc.org 
Lu Robeson, Business Administrator                                919-386-0212 
Laura Bass,  Preschool Director                                      9121 Six Forks Road 
Darrick King,  Music Director                                     Raleigh, NC 27615 



 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word.  My Father will love them, and we will come  

to them and make our home with them.”  -Jesus, John 14:23 
 
Dear Church, 
 

Oswald Chambers wrote: “Spiritual maturity is not reached by the passing of the years, but by obedi-
ence to the will of God.”  How true this is.  We can read Jesus’ words and meditate on the ways of God 
until we know everything there is to know, and still not be spiritually mature disciples of Jesus. 
Discipleship is not about what we know, it is about what we do with what we know.  Discipleship is 
about being a follower of Jesus: to do as Jesus did and go as Jesus sends.  Discipleship is a life of 
obedience. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t particularly care for the word “obedience.”  It makes me think of row-
dy puppies at “obedience school” learning how to obey the will of their master.  Though I love cute and 
cuddly puppies, I don’t love the idea that we humans need to be trained like puppies.  And yet, obedi-
ence has been central to our faith since God told Noah to build an ark, and since God instructed Abra-
ham to leave his country and go where God led.  God promised that through Abraham’s faith (trust in 
God) and ensuing obedience, all the nations of the world would be blessed. So Abraham trusted and 
obeyed (most of the time, at least) and from Abraham’s descendants came Jesus, the Son of God who 
came to bless the whole world with the gift of salvation.  Jesus’ entire life was one of obedience. Every-
thing he did was in obedience to the love of God for the people of the world, even unto the point of 
death on a cross. Jesus showed us that obedience is the way of abundant, eternal life. 
 
So, when Jesus tells us, “whoever loves me will keep my word,” he is saying this: we prove our love for 
Jesus by being obedient to his ways.  What’s more, Jesus tells us, through our acts of obedience we 
invite God to come and live in our hearts. It is through our faith-inspired obedience that we welcome 
the Spirit of God to make a home in our hearts and fill us with God’s grace, power, and righteousness. 
 
It’s all well and good to talk of the spiritual impact of obedience, but (as I’m sure you’re wondering), 
what does it actually look like to obedient in your life?  There is not a neat and tidy answer to this ques-
tion, because obedience for you looks different than obedience for me.  Plain and simple, obedience is 
your willingness to listen to what the Spirit of God says to your heart, and then say “Yes” to whatever it 
is.  Sometimes the Spirit of God will direct you to do simple things: like picking up the phone to call a 
person on your heart. And sometimes the Spirit will lead you to do major things: like quit your job, or 
foster a child, or move across the world.  The key to remember is that the leading of the Spirit will al-
ways be in line with the instructions of Jesus. Meaning, the Spirit will always lead you more and more 
into a life defined by loving God and loving your neighbor. Our job is to 1) listen for how to love God 
and neighbor at this particular time in life, then 2) trust that God knows what’s best, and then 3) simply 
obey. 
 

So I leave you with the following question for reflection for this month:  How have I said “YES” to 
God today?  This question comes from the list of seven discipleship characteristics that we hope to 
inspire and encourage at Windborne.  My prayer is that as you reflect on your obedience you will be 
inspired to say “yes” to God, trusting that whatever future your “yes” brings will be full of God’s abun-
dant life. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Laura 

A Note from Pastor Laura 



Ministry Team Contacts: 

Lay Leaders: 
Mike Sullivan - 571-7181  

William Hammock  -  868-2854 

Council Chair: 
Hannah Sullivan - 571-7181 

Worship Team: 
Rachel Gorrell - 609-3892 

 Louise Alfredson  - 870-5411 

Children's Ministries: 
Laura Bass - 665-7068 

WILDFIRE: 
Steve Edwards - 280-9055 

Serving Team: 
Karen Dean - 426-1798 

Equipping Team: 
Jay Brown - 676-0905 

Advertising/Marketing Team: 
Mary Gordon - 260-6835 
Adam Tesh -  521-7647 

Prayer Team: 
Jay Brown - 676-0905 

Treasurer: 
Louise Huggins - 848-2140 

Finance Team: 
Carole Brown  - 676-0905 

Trustees: 
Andy Shrader  -  412-427-4086 

Staff Parish: 
Ann McGrew - 520-8567 

Men’s Fellowship: 
Toby Hampson - 218-6773 

United Methodist Women: 
Rose Spradley -  804-931-9379 

Faith Family Coordinator: 
Laura Bass - 665-7068 
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER! 

Below is a signup genius with our meal plan for 
the week.  Please sign up if you are planning to 
eat so that we will have enough food and not be 
wasteful when we order.  This is for volunteers 

as well as kids/families. 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca5a6238
-vbsdinner5 

Register for VBS here: 
https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeEKA3Z1W
BRKDwJxIabriFv3oz9bw
IxXThg_pfQQfkEIV0aM

g/viewform 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca5a6238-vbsdinner5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca5a6238-vbsdinner5


August 14th Movie Night - Youth Movie Night!!  

We will have a great time of fellowship and hang out.  
Come and join us!!  

August 26th - Youth Kickoff at Tucker Lake!!  

We will spend the day at the lake kicking off our new year  
together. Come and join us for this fun outing!! 

Ice Maker 
We will no longer have an ice maker in the 
kitchen.  If you are planning an event here at the 
church, you will need to provide your own ice.  
We do have a few ice trays in the freezer for the 
small amount needed during the week and on 
Sunday mornings. 



If you aren’t currently in a Faith Family and 
would like to join one, please sign up at the link 

below.  Stay tuned during the month of August as 
we share how Faith Families can impact your  

relationships here at Windborne!  
 

https://goo.gl/forms/ZxHwcQokTN4IEdvP2  

https://goo.gl/forms/ZxHwcQokTN4IEdvP2
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